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Pearls of Wisdom 
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Ihe more times you do tawbah from a sin, the stronger you become, and the more 


resistant you become to that sin.” 


“Excel in ‘ilm (knowledge), excel in ‘amal (actions), and you will excel in taqwaà 


: 
(piety ). 


“When a person is hungry, he will eat. If he is unable to find halal food, he will resort 


to haram. Love is the food of the heart. If the heart is not provided with permissible 


love - the love for Allah 55 


and His Rasul 


= and those things associated to them - it 


will resort to impermissible love.” 


- 


^ Allah 3€ will repay us for our 


spending according to our sincerity and sacrifice: the 


more the sincerity the greater the return. Likewise, the more the sacrifice the greater 


y? 


the return. 
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“Learning about Islām is a pressing need of the day. Every Muslim should equip himself 


to defend Islam against issues that are raised by the media. 
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E nother amait? Why should 





the “essence of ‘ibddah’. 


33 


can acquire so much through du'a that we should be looking for excuses to make 
what we find in the life of Rasulullah =.” 


why should du'a always remain dependent on 
du'a not be an independent ‘amal in our lives?” 
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The sacred verses of the 
Glorious Qur'àn and 
Traditions of the noble 
Prophet 3: have been | 
printed for the benefit of I; 
our readers. We ask you 
to ensure their sanctity. 
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EDITORIAL 





they all form the basis 
arn. Every child who 







character, his dealings — 
of what our children le 


heart of a Muslim child in this environment. It 











Editorial 








-ul- teaches our young children moral values. Tiar with e 
| *» by P e ker: attends a madrasah becomes fi amiliar ne 
| Madrasah: An Asset for N MAILS [t is in the madrasah where we learned that to Prophetic teachings and is e quipped to go on to 
A uhammad Saleem Dhorat T il and th hould alwavs 
| hafizahullah lie is a very great evil and that we shou y embody them and serve humanity and work for 
Us All l ` gH speak the truth. It warned us against the use of DEN 
= : —— bad language and that stealing, cheating and 
The UK's Muslim community is no different — impression of this core institution of the Muslim oppressing people are wrong The madrasah During these times it is even more important that 
trom other communities in that they too desire community. The truth is that the madrasah in the d T p judi : 6 a eC ou madaris are safeguarded and this precious institution 
T : [S [ - A 
peace, secunty and harmony in our country. When UK is not an alarming new trend, but is as old ae viol ake Ker say ded HL is not lost due to misunderstanding or negligence. I 
| | | ae widows. It was in the madrasah that we learned 
appropnate measures are put in place to achieve as the Muslim community itself. It has been a that we should be kind to our neighbours, be they also Wish to draw the attention of madaris towards 
this they also welcome them, so that people of all strong positive influence on the moral, educational Muslim or non-Muslim. some beneficial suggestions: 
communities can live together in peace and harmony and social development of young British Muslims | 
i The madrasah even taught us things that |l. Focu recti 
without fear and suspicion. for decades, long before the modern phenomenon p Dgs: iyat we 00 G5 s on the maqsad. (objective) of the 


adults without paying attention to them, like the 


simple yet rewarding act of removing an obstacle 
from a path. The good morals and character we 


establishment of the madrasah, which is ta‘lim 
(religious education) and tarbiyah (spiritual 


BILA of extremism became an issue. If madāris were 
A recent Government initiative calls for the 


| breeding grounds of hate and intolerance, surely 
regulation of all supplementary schools that offer 





Tor ILS. ey the negative outcomes would have manifested in take credit for as adults were acquired through and Bg sl nurturing / character building). 
RE AI which is likely to significantly MM IMIUI dme ago. On. thercontraryatte the madrasah. All the teachings we are familiar Ber institute should endeavour to continually 
hsv apie cect ED TD EE authentic religious education and sound guidance of with and today practice in our lives spring from improve standards to the best of their ability. 
madans (plural of madrasah). A natural reaction the madrasah have always helped young Muslims to there. By taking stock of every good deed we are Careful consideration should be given to both, the 
RIEUCORSIECT. viiner TE ROP OSC Ieee SATE understand their peace loving religion and so reject P AKR ana ia evil: tat/we) haye LESS content of the syllabus and wholehearted effort on 
o every type of hate and extremism. ee: lá eee ee eigen ofthe period tarbryah: 
| we . OF OU Tven etin hear Che OF ive 2. Ensure compliance with all st i 

Any violence in the name of religion and the Furthermore, the key Prophetic teachings of sidq to thirteen or fourteen: the years spent in the P wo) Statutory requirements 
advocacy of such actions, is something which no (truth) and amanah (trust) form the basis of how madrasah. o bat no regnano is overlooked. Negligence 
doubt needs to be tackled. Any individual institute Muslims must interact with others, and this teaching Madaris Benefit the Nation in this regard will not only P the institute 
where activities threatening the security and social jah. on even greater significance in a religious The madrasah not only brings our children aeRO 2 the law, but will also renee the 
cohesion of our country are taking place should setting like the management of madaris. Where there benefits in relation to the hereafter, it also E p acting contrary. to; fle versetur 
be held accountable. However, in the absence — ;. ṣidq there will surely be transparency, and where provides them goodness in this world. Parents too, it seeks to impart. 

of clear evidence a wholesale attempt to accuse there is amanah. the law of the land will definitely receive worldly gain: a child that spent its time 3. Liaise, interact, engage and share ideas and good 
the madaris of being the issue and to propose be respected. Therefore, it is difficult to envisage ee el C DeL bip se GU nec practices with other madaris to benefit from each 


and joy for its parents. The madrasah is a boon 
for the country as well because it produces good 
citizens, regardless of whether it operates in an 
The benefits madaris bring to Muslims and the Islamic country or a secular state. At madrasah, 
seeking to engage. Therefore, it is imperative that children are taught to respect the rights of all each other; 

the institution of madrasah in the UK is properly priceless treasure worth preserving, not a threat that people and are'warned against invotvement in * The Principals and Head-teachers understand the 


is of evid d facts, and v drugs, alcohol, theft, vandalism and all types of urpose, goal and the function of the madrasah 
understood on the basis of evidence an needs curtailing. Below is an extract from a previous amifisocialt behaviour» ite contributes imad ia DUrposo s 


article entitled The Legacy of the Madrasah (Dec socially cohesive society and is a great blessing 
2006), in which I attempted to highlight some of the for humanity as a whole. 

Many fellow citizens will have heard the term — ways in which the madrasah is a blessing for us all: 
‘madrasah’ for the first time in their lives in the 


| | | olati i i . ing forum for madaris is set up in 
remedies to address a perceived systemic problem, ^ madaris violating the law or being anything but other. If a meeting fo p 


has the potential to lead to adverse outcomes. It may transparent. 


marginalise the very community the Government is 


every area, it would bring many benefits such as: 


e Madaris will be able to compliment and support 


wider society cannot be overemphasised. They are a 


not hearsay, suspicion or by adopting sweeping 
generalisations. 


more than anyone else and are sentimentally 
attached to the madrasah. Therefore, a forum 
will strengthen their efforts and striving for 


Prophet Muhammad # came into this world the safeguarding and promotion of these 





The madrasah is not an insignificant institute. as a mercy and all his teachings are full of E 
ray context of the Prime Minister's recent speech, The flame of Imdn (faith) is first kindled in the mercy. What is taught in the madrasah is what institutions; an 
and so regrettably may have formed a negative madrasah. The light of Imàn first permeates the the Prophet Muhammad # taught. His life, his * The authorities will also benefit as they will get 


RIYADUL JANNAH ~ VOLUME 25 ISSUE 1 JANUARY 2016 ~ RABI‘UL AKHIR 1437 





— 5 
GG 


RIOUS QUR'AN 


pa 


pM d mm 


— 


GUIDANCE FROM THE GLO 

















E , " iy "Ss % 
E -—— P > -"-— 
EDITO i A d T^, , , 
E ; "YA Y - amm 
5 E EMI AT s 
— — —ÀÀ 
— e Á— MH — 


direct exposure to those running the madaris, May Allah 4¢ Safeguard the institut; 
S tution of the 

























which will help to bndge gaps. Those running madrasah HMM 
E | | | sah and bless it with continued acceptance | (auidance trom the by Hadrat Muffi 
madàns will be able to directly explain their as a means of cultivating young Muslims int + AU Aski ahi à 
0 uhammad ed 


i concerns and desires without third parties becoming assets for their parents, Communities anq 


setting involved, resulting in more transparency our country. Amin. 


Glorious Quran Sg 





and better understanding. 


In future these forums can create a national " 





network and as a result every madrasah will be IAE eee anui = "m , J T 

! una us Axlefjm og 'z3 SN «5 ON clan «echo sei a. phere v ogy ACTAS, 0I 

able to beneht and enhance itself on all levels of (Hadrat o Dh PE Jgs P$ ND Dd or Pr a WO as ue ve LD sa a. 2 

| | \ Muhammad Saleem Dhorat PE UIs WIR OS] Oe OTT a en f. n 

ta`lim, tarbiyah and general standards of quality Sy u See d! nO y Qus QU gestos Us SO n>) BIL Ka $e nc AC 8» Eres T wl 
and practice Inshà allah. T, paren? 42 eof Bo gt! gn Mw» ' 

A v AA | * e. er tots a 40 ?, 2. ^ —. wiles A? ^2 , a - 9 12 PLAT MAS b 5a. 

UAE Pa Be MET) (yl A985 815 E 3 V de dD 5 U 3A C EA 


; "M on } CRY vo? C Ce Untere eit cito ls HP m^? 23 2, Qr ` 
attending the masjid for salah 5 times SEAM ANG NID shes ANID otis 8 50 2 tds Susy ce LY A. 
l. By the star when it sets. 2. Your companion is neither deviated nor has he lost his way. 3. He does not 


a day and making wudü each time. | | 
On average each person can be said to j e of his Qa whims. 4. Whatever he says is revelation revealed to him. 5. He has been taught by one 
mense might, 6. and who is extremely powerful. He then appeared in his original form, 7. when he 












, i f water each time , 
H h be.savin g? waste’ at least 1 aoe ) He on the highest part of the horizon. 8. Then he approached and drew close, 9. and was as close as two 
|, How mucn can we pe ' he performs wudü. pe or even Be 10. Then [Allāh] sent that revelation to His slave, which He revealed. 1 1. The heart 
ie oes not mistake what it sees. 12. Are you disputing with hi ? 
i 1 e given scenario: you disputing w im concerning what he saw? 13. He certai 
Undoubtedly, water is a great blessing This means that in the g saw him once more 14. at the ‘Sidrat-ul-Muntaha’, 15. close to which is ‘Jannat-ul-Ma’wa’. 16 uc 


‘Sidrat-ul-Muntaha’ is covered by that which covers it. 17. The sight neither wavered nor transgressed 


of Allah 3&, Just ask those who do not Per Salàh: 100 litres of water is " 
18. He definitely saw some of the Great Signs of Allah. 


have water readily available to them. Wasted! 


However, when any blessing and m Per Day: (figures multiply and) 500 By the star when it sets. Your companion is neither believed in One Allah 38. However, when he began 
of Allah 3$ becomes readily LM * fitres of water is wasted! deviated nor has he lost his way. He does not speak inviting the Quraysh to believe in One Allah 3€, they 

| its value decreases which results in Per Week: (figures further multiply of his own irr Whatever he says is revelation — took offence and started saying that he had forsaken 
| wastage. and) 3500 litres of water is wasted! revealed to € the creed of his forefathers and wandered astray. 
! Ironically, as Muslims our greatest Anne 1 (and finally) 18,200 litres The greater portion of ne verses speak about the They even called him a fortune-teller and a poet. 
| wastage in this regards takes place whilst í y e t left to pour down the Prophethood of the Prophet 3 and the incident where Allāh 3 refutes their statements by declaring that the 

r ‘jus ‘hea! | zh dë hagi - 

performing the ‘virtuous’ act of wudi. 4 at ur D he saw Jibra’il **. Allāh 3$ begins the Surah by taking Prophet # has never deviated from the path of truth 
rain € year: an oath. and whatever he preaches to people is absolutely 


Negligence and carelessness are to blame 
true. Whatever he tells them is not figments of his 







for huge amounts of water being wasted. With just a little consideration just Although the Arabic word *najm' is singular, it refers 
| The term ‘pouring it down the drain’ imagine how much we can save. Given to the entire galaxy of stars. Certain commentators have imagination but truths of Divine Revelation that Allah 
| couldn't be more fitting. Letting the tap that this is the total with just wudü mentioned that it refers to the Pleiades constellation © 9$ had revealed to him. 
| run whilst busy in washing one part of taken into account, if the water wasted of stars, which comprises of seven individual stars. ^ Because people find the right directions in the dark 
oon uusmsouiübelapumore in taking a bath/shower, washing dishes, Allah 3$ swears an oath by the stars to emphasise — py using the stars as guides, Allah % takes an oath 
| than necessary are responsible for litres ^ washing hands after food, washing the Prophethood and divine revelation because just as thé ^ py the stars to emphasise that guidance may be had 
| upon litres el water being wasted for car etc. were taken into account, the stars serve to guide people in the dark, so too do the by following the teachings of the revelation that 
which we will be responsible. figure would be astounding. Prophets # and Divine Revelation guide people WlO ce oiher 'companion' (i.e. the Prophet 3). It 
How much do we waste? WATER IS A PRECIOUS GIFT OF have wandered astray. was indeed unreasonable of the Quraysh to falsify the 





Prophet 3€ when they knew him from his childhood 


Let us take the case of 100 musallis ALLAH %. USE IT DO 
o NOT ABUSE IT. 
s and were well aware of the fact that he never spoke 


— 


The Prophet 3 was never a polytheist. Even before 
he announced his Prophethood to people, he always 
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MTH 
a lie to any soul, It was therefore impossible that he 
could ever lie about Allah 5$ by saying that Allah 3& 


| had made him a Prophet. 


He has been taught by one of immense might, and 
who is extremely powerful. 

This verse refers to Jibra’il who brought revelation 
from Allah $ to the Prophet 38. Allah 3$ emphasises 
the fact that Jibra'il is extremely powerful and 
strong so that none can think that perhaps a Satan or 

another creature may have waylaid him and prevented 
him from delivering the revelation as it should be 
delivered. Jibra'il & is so powerful that no creation 


has the ability to overpower him. 


He then appeared in his original form, when he 
was on the highest part of the horizon. 

Jibra’il usually appeared in the form of a human 
being when he brought revelation to the Prophet 35. 
One day, the Prophet % requested to see Jibra’il © in 
his original form. Consequently, Jibra’il & appeared 
before the Prophet 3€ in his original form when the 
Prophet 3 was in the cave of Hira. According to 
another narration, the Prophet 3$ saw him like this 
while he was in the Ajyad district of Makkah. The 
Prophet 3$ saw Jibra'il 34 on the eastern horizon 
with his six hundred wings spread out. They were 
so large that they even covered the western horizon. 

The sight was so tremendous that the Prophet 35 fell 


UNCONSCIOUS. 





Then he approached and drew close, and was as 
close as two bows or even closer. 

When this happened, Jibra'il 8 immediately appeared 
in a human form, hurried to the Prophet 3$ and wiped 
the dust from his face. His hurrying to the aid of the 


eer 

ro PA rw 
DW T i ne GLORIC 
TE —— ————— Há—— UUM 





JUS QUR’ AD 
eng o > 
—— — —— 


ERE ——-— | 
A ae o 


- 
Rud 


were even closer’ than two bows 


This alludes to the 
ared. 


spiritual closeness that the two sh 


Then [Allàh] sent that revelation to His 


| slave, 
which He revealed. 


When the Prophet 3€ regained consciousness. Allāh 
3$ sent revelation to him. Quoting from Sa‘id bin 
Jubayr 5$, ‘Ma‘alim-ut-Tanzil’ mentions that this 
verse refers to the revelation of verse 6 of Sürah Ad- 
Duha (Sürah 93) up to verse 4 of Sürah Al-Inshirah 
(Sürah 94). Other commentators are of the opinion 
that the revelation transmitted to the Prophet % was 
that none shall enter Heaven until he enters and that 


no Ummah shall enter Heaven until his Ummah 


enters. 


The heart does not mistake what it sees. 
Whatever the Prophet 3* saw was certam and 


doubtless. 


Are you disputing with him concerning what he 


saw? | 
Allah % censures the polytheists for denying what 


the Prophet 3% told them he had seen, which was 


absolutely true. 


He certainly saw him once more at the ‘Sidrat-ul- 


Muntaha’,... 

After seeing Jibrail * 
Makkah, the Prophet 3$ saw him again in this form at 
the ‘Sidrat-ul-Muntaha’ when the Prophet 38 went for 


in his original form in 


Mi ‘raj (ascension). 
. close to which is ‘Jannat-ul-Ma’wa’. When 
the ‘Sidrat-ul-Muntaha’ is covered by that which 


covers it. 
The gardens of Heaven where people will abide in 


l——————— 


ANCE FROM THE GLORIOUS QUR'AN 







GUID 





‘Allāmah Al-Qurtubi 
of 





, , 
where one takes up residence . 


ecount exactly what he saw. Jes a 
| $ has recorded the following interpretation 


able to accurately 


Signs of 
e definitely saw some of the Great Sig essa a Mai 


1. The Heaven in which the Allah-fearing peo 


reside. 
2. The place in paradise where the souls 0 


H 


Allah. i 
imam Muslim $$ narrates from ‘Abdullah ibn Masüd 


à that ‘the Great Signs of Allah’ refers to the sighting 
of Jibra'il 33, The Prophet 3$ saw him at the 'Sidrat- 
ul-Muntaha’ with all his six hundred wings (just as he 


ple shall 


f the 


shuhada (martyrs) stay. 

3. ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas 4 states that this is the place 
in Heaven where Adam 9 is. 

4. The place in Heaven where the souls of all the 


had seen him once before on earth). 
+ What is the ‘Sidrat-ul-Muntaha? 


The Arabic word ‘Sidrah’ means a lotus or a jujube 


tree. ‘Muntaha' E believers abide. 
! means ‘limit’ or ‘apex’, i.e. a point | 
| | 5. The place where Jibra'il | ikà'il ` 
beyond which there is nothing more. The ‘Sidrat- Only * hg ded ve il € and Mika’il % stay. 
* KNOWS Dest. 


ul-Muntaha’ is therefore a tree at which everything 
stops. Whatever deeds ascend to the heavens first stop 
at the ‘Sidrat-ul-Muntaha’ before proceeding further, 
and all commands descending to earth also stop there 
before descending further. (Al-Qurtubi) 


NOTE: There exists a difference of opinion with 
regard to whether the Prophet 3& saw Allah 4 in 
Mi'ràj or not. There also exists a difference with 
regard to whether the sighting was with the physical 
eyes or with the heart (spiritual), ‘Aishah Æ maintains 
that the Prophet 3€ did not see Allah 38, while 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas 4 is of the Opinion that the 
Prophet 3€ did see Allah 3€. Other Scholars hold the 
view that no comment should be made on the issue. 


They neither confirm nor deny whether the Prophet 38 
saw Allah 35 or not. 


The books of ahadith contain detailed narrations 
concerning the epic journey of the Mi'raj. These 
narrations also speak of the ‘Sidrat-ul-Muntaha’. 
During the journey of Mi‘raj, the Prophet # met 
several Anbiya & in the many heavens. After meeting 
[brahim 8, he proceeded to the ‘Sidrat-ul-Muntaha’. 
The fruit of the ‘Sidrat-ul-Muntaha’ were as large as 


: T . M T TEF 
the water jugs of Hijr and the leaves were the size asrūq 5, who was a student of *A'ishah 4, once 


asserted that the Prophet 5$ did see Allah 36 during the 
night of Mi‘raj. In support of this assertion, he quoted 
the verses: "And He [Rasulullah 3€] undoubtedly saw 
him on the clear horizon." (81:23) "He certainly saw 


him once more..." (53:13) 


of elephants' ears. According to one narration, the 
‘Sidrat-ul-Muntaha’ was covered by golden butterflies, 
While another narration states that it was enshrouded 
in magnificent colours, the beauty of which cannot be 
described. According to another narration, the Prophet 
3€ mentioned that when the ‘Sidrat-ul-Muntaha’ was 
covered by that with which Allah % covered it, it took 


Upon this, ‘A’ishah & said, “I was the first person 
of this Ummah to ask the Prophet 3% about this. He 
replied, "I saw Jibra'il only twice in his original 


on a new appearance. When the ‘Sidrat-ul-Muntaha’ 
was covered, it became so beautiful that none of Allah 
4%’s creation can describe its beauty. To highlight 
this indescribable beauty, Allah % says, “When the 


peace forever are in the vicinity of the 'Sidrat-ul- 
Muntaha’. When the Prophet # saw the ‘Sidrat-ul- 
Muntaha something most beautiful enshrouded it. 


Prophet 3 is described in the above verse. It was the 
custom of the Arabs that whenever they entered into 
à pact with each other, they used to hold the strings 
of their bows so close to each other that they touched. 
This was done to emphasise their unity and convince 


cach other that they would now always stand together 
as one united force. 


form." (Muslim) 
When Masrüg # asked 'A'ishah 4 about the verse, 
"Then he approached and drew close, and was as 


'idrat-ul-Muntaha' is covered by that which covers — close as two bows or even closer." she replied that 
i this referred to Jibra’il 88. She added that Jibra'il 


# usually appeared before the Prophet 3$ in human 


Continued on page 10 


The sight neither wavered nor transgressed. 


When the Prophet 3€ saw what was before him, his 
gaze remained fixed on it and he did not turn to the 


His gazes also did not fall on anything 
he was 


it. 
right or left. 
Allah 3€ then adds that the Prophet % and Jibra'il $9 besides what 





+ What is Jannat-ul-Ma’wa? 


The Arabic word ‘Ma’wa’ literally refers to ‘a place 











being shown. Therefore, he was 
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$ W. Í 
right hand under his cheek and lay down on d ja | 64 pil é bn ols oil] ct il 
by Hadrat Mawlana his right side in the direction of the qiblah Jis. is A A gÉ s pont hop 
Muhammad Manzür Nu‘mani & | as we are informed through other ahadith]. í £d Je sex 2i 
Then he made his submission before Allah — Z7 Ao éy sl 9 : 9 | , Í 
[with the following words]: pas T ue adeo j; e 
‘Abdullah ibn Khubayb - relates that someone asked him, “You must have heard hoyle 5A si | ir » Whe as U bg up 
the Messenger of Allah Æ once said to this supplication from your respected father ‘O Allah! In Your name I die and 1 live." ie é 4 d fee b see s dis 
him, “Recite Sirah Al-Ikhlas and the ‘Umar ?” He 5 said, “No! I have heard . When he got up from his sleep, he used to Kon atl. 4 (ple 
Mu‘awwadhatayn [Surah Al-Falaq and them from him who is better than ‘Umar &. say: 4 
Surah An-Nās] three times each, every I have learnt this supplication direct from ! 4i dd is T “Sed dl «0 Allah, Rabb of the Heavens, the Earth 
morning and every evening. They will suffice the Messenger of Allah #.” (Muslim) A gia o and the Mighty Throne; our Rabb and the 
i rything.” (Abii Dàwü “All praise is for Allah Who has given us rything; lits the 
for you against eve (Abu Dawid) Commentary: This brief supplication is full of ; are ee : ied e wie 
1 | . | | à life after causing us to die and to Whom we grain and date stone; the Sender of the 
Commentary: The three Sürahs mentioned: Sirah sentiments of servitude to Allah 4. The Mercy of : dt ; re 
i à woes: r shall be resurrected.” (Al-Bukhari) Tawrah, Inji, and Furqàn [Al-Qur'an], 
Al-Ikhlas, Al-Falaq, and An-Nàs are among the very Allāh 3$ is best attracted by humility, humbleness , il 
Commentary: Sleep resembles death. He who I seek refuge with You from the of 


and an expression of helplessness towards Him. 
Particularly, if a servant is prompted to make such 
a supplication when he is about to sleep then it is a 


sign of Allah 3$'s favours on him. 


everything You control. O Allah, You are 
the First: there was nothing before You. And 
You are the Last: there is nothing after You. 
And You are the Manifest: there is nothing 


small chapters of the Qur'an but they cover a vast 
subject. We have mentioned this fact in the chapter 
on the merits of the Qur'an. The hadith means to tell 


us that those people who cannot recite much, must at 


sleeps is unconcerned with the world and what it 
has, and he is unware of its happenings; he is like 
à dead man in this regard. In this way, sleep is a 


condition between wakefulness and death. And, it 


least recite these three chapters thrice every morning Tt iş related by Anas & that the Messenger 
d every evening. Insha’allah. they would be "m : 42 is for this reason that the Messenger of Allah 35 has more [manifest] than You. And You are 
AIMED B E of Allah 3€ used to say [the following] when ! | the Hidden: there is nothing more [hiddeny 
h as the hadith assures us. and every Muslim : instructed us emphatically that before we prepare to Ing 
enough as the I ry he retired to his bed: T : than You. Settle our debts on our behalf and 
can recite them from memory too. n j * sleep, we must remember Allah 36 with due attention 
; dvised AA 3354 2S3. Ul: 35 Gs Glia aab (asbl oll ad jazdi and concentration and seek forgiveness for our sins. Suffice us against poverty. (Muslim) 
TL aa ee 4446 We must also make the appropriate supplications ^ Commentary: This hadith also instructs us to turn 
following supplication when he lies down on 27 ^C | 
(recommended) for the hour. on the right side when sleeping as the Prophet 3* 


his bed to sleep: “Praise be to Allah Who has fed us, given 
(83 2th, us drink, satisfied us and given us refuge. 
Or shes Gi a. KÉ yee eis sil fi d fus the left side remains high and suspended and the 
There are many who have no one to provide É 
Men of Allah % have learnt that this position of 


sill sali dad rt i J^ m ol Gs 4 sufficiently for them, or give them refuge.” this way, the daily routine of sleep and awakening | 
ud (Muslim) is presented as a reminder of resurrection after death sleep is ideal for remembrance of Allah 3$ and for 


“O Allah! You are the One Who created my Commentary: Whatever we eat and drink and pura M Da: PUN Ley Ep te 
soul and You are the One Who will give it whatsoever we receive are all bestowed on us by the many supplications, at the times of sleeping nd This supplication is most suitable for those 
death [when You choose]. Its death and its our Merciful Lord. The credit does not go to our awakening, this is a very brief supplication and it worshippers who are in debt and straitened 


As sleep resembles death in many ways, this hadith used to sleep. In this position the heart which is on 


refers to sleep as death and wakefulness to life. In 


making supplications with concentration. 


should be easy to memorise it. May Allah 3 enable circumstances. The worshipper who is in such a 





life are in Your Power. If You keep it alive skill and ability. Hence, Allah 3€ alone is worthy i 

then protect it [from every trial and sin, — of gratitude. He who makes this supplication at the His slaves to take it up. Amin. situation must make this representation to Allah 3$ 

and from every evil and calamity]. And if time of sleeping, in fact, thanks Allah 3$ for the food Abii Hurayrah & has narrated that the and sleep with confidence that He would get him out 

va e ; to die s TUE it. O Allah! and drink and other bounties He bestows upon him. Messenger of Allah 5: used to instruct them of his predicament. 

as A 

moy Ls lfe and the Hudhayfah & reports that when the Prophet that when they intended to sleep they should Hafsah & has said that it was the practice 

Wika uw aU A sedo qe : lay down on Us bed at night, he placed lie Mi ss the right side and supplicate to of the Messenger of Allah * when he wanted a 
man, ^ his hand under his cheek [he placed his Allah % with these words: to go to sleep that he placed his right hand 
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under his cheek and said three times: 
“O Allah, guard me from Your punishment 


on the day when You raise up Your 
slaves." (Abii Dawüd) 


Commentary: One of the reasons Rasülullaàh 
3$ made this supplication at the time of sleeping 
was that sleep resembles death. When he lay on 
his bed to sleep, he would be remembering death 
and the Day of Resurrection, the reckoning, 
and reward & punishment. Anyone who has 
an intimate knowledge of Allah % and if he 
remembers death and the Last Hour, he will wish 


to be protected from the punishment of that day. 


It is related by Abū Sa‘id — that the 
Messenger of Allah * said, "If anyone 
says three times when going to bed: 
«dus 343 a5 coach sae 
“I seek the forgiveness of Allah besides 
Whom there is no Deity, He is the Living, 
the Eternal, and I turn in repentance to 
Him.” 
Allah will forgive his sins, even if they are 
like the foam of the sea, or in number like 
the sands of the deserts Alaj, or as many 
as the leaves of the trees, or as numerous 
as the days of the world. (At-Tirmidhi) 


Commentary: This hadith instructs us to seek 
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form. When the Prophet 3& 


e Saw him in his original 
. he enc > " : 

encompassed the entire horizon from east to 
west. [Ibid] 


After discussing the issue in his commentary of Sahih 
Muslim, Imam An-Nawawi & states that the majority 


of Scholars share the opinion of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas 


However, an analysis of ahadith narrations on the 
subject and the verses of Sirah An-Najm along with 
the pronouns mentioned, lead one to believe that 
these verses refer to seeing Jibra'il . This fact is 
clearly apparent from the verses, “.. who is extremely 
powerful. He then appeared in his original form when 
he was on the highest part of the horizon. Then he 
approached and drew close and was as close as two 


bows or even closer.” 


In support of ‘Abdullah ibn “Abbas "s opinion, Imam 
An-Nawawi & states that it appears as if “Abdullah ibn 
‘Abbas heard this from the Prophet 55. This statement 
is questionable because the narration of 'A'ishah & 
is quoted from the Prophet 25 himself, as she stated. 
According to her narration, it is clear that the Prophet 
3& himself mentioned that Jibra'il *8 is referred to in 
the verse. "He certainly saw him once more. ” The 
statement of Imam An-Nawawi $$ therefore seems 
to be based purely on his good opinion of ‘Abdullah 
ibn ‘Abbas. Furthermore, the opinion of “Abdullah 

ibn ‘Abbas & is that the Prophet 3€ saw Allah 3$ with 
the eyes of his heart and not with his physical eyes. 


(Muslim) 
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Muhammad Yusuf Ludhyanw! 8 









cy Answers 


A person is performing four raka‘at of fard sal 
frst] two raka‘at another sürah is to be joint with Surah Al-Fatih | 
after Surah Al-Fatihah. Will sajdah-as-sahw be necessary Or not, if another surah is Joint 1n those two 


rukü | | | 
aka'àt in which only Sirah Al-Fatihah is to be recited, or he only managed to recite the tasmiyah [before 


beginning the next sürah] and realised [his mistake] and went into ruku*? 





sh individually (without congregation). In [the 
ah and in the remaining two, one will go into 


In the final two raka‘at of fard salah another surah is not to be joint. However, if one joins 
[another sürah] by mistake then sajdah-as-sahw will not be necessary. 


A muqtadi [i.e. one following the imam] missed one rak‘ah [of congregational salah and] so it is 
necessary for the muqtadi to recite another sürah after Sürah Al-Fatihah in the | 
if this muqtadi, by mistake, bows into rukü* after the “amin” then wu 
merely performing sajdah-as-sahw or will salah have to be repeated? 


rak'ah [he is to perform] alone. 
should he do? Will salah be valid by 


Answer |1f he had performed sajdah-as-sahw then the salah is correct. 


Question After the “thana” and Sürah Al-Fatihah in the qiyàm [i.e. standing posture] of salah 
recites "at-tahiyyat" by mistake. Upon remembering he then recites another sürah. will his salah - a person 
or not? Please give a brief answer. i complete 


If “at-tahiyyāt” was recited in place of “thanā” sajdah-as-sahw will not be necessary and if “at 
at- 


lahiyyat” was recited instead of Sirah Al-Fātihah then sajdah-as-sahw will be necessary. Similarly, if in place 


of a sürah “at-tahiyyat” is recited after Sirah Al-Fatihah sajdah-as-sahw will be necessary. 


Recitation [of the Qur’an] is such a fard of salah that by omitting it salah will have to be 
repeated. Sajdah-as-sahw will not suffice. It is the opinion of majority of the imams that if after Sirah Al- 
Fatihah another surah was missed by mistake and one went in to rukü* then [by performing] sajdah-as-sahw 
salah will be valid. Does reciting Surah Al-Fatihah fulfil the condition of recitation? Or can Surah AlI-Fatihah 
not be included in [the condition of] recitation? If Sirah Al-Fatihah is not included in recitation then one has 


| omitted performing a fard, [thus] how will sajdah-as-sahw complete this shortcoming? 


— 9 






In salah, mere recitation [of any portion of the Qur’an] is fard. And specifically, to recite Surah 
iib. Therefore, if no 


Al-Fatihah and to join another sürah with it (or a long ayah or three short ayat), both are way 
recitation was made at all then salah will not be valid. And if Sūrah Al-Fatihah was not recited or another sürah 


was not joint then sajdah-as-sahw will be wajib — and by performing sajdah-as-sahw salah will be valid. 


If in Zuhr or 


as soon as he remembers [this mistake], then shou 


sahw be necessary? 


If he had recited less than three ayat [audibly] then sajdah-as-sahw is not necessary, And if 
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5 If one has to reflect deeper, one will realise that 


forgiveness of Allah in the specified words at a) ee a 
? the Prophet 3*'s sighting of Allah % cannot be 


the time of sleeping and it promises that all sins 357 
conclusively proven from these Qur'ànic verses nor 


x aS cnm the narrations: of ab&dith. The third opinion 


great loss to us if we fail to take advantage of this therefore seems most appropriate, i $ 
seems S ate, 1.e. xii 

d d o m ‘Asr salah the imam began reciting Sürah Al-Fatihah audibly and becomes quiet 

disi ]? And will sajdah-as- 


assurance; of course, we must be sincere in our 
Id he break his salah [and start again 


should be made on the issue - neither can one confirm 
nor deny whether the Prophet 38 saw Allah 3£ or not. A 





repentance and not just repeat the words merely 


with our tongues. Allah $$ cannot be deceived by detailed discussion on this topic can be found in ‘Fath- 


ul-Bari’. And Allah 3€ know best. 
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oral expressions, He 5$ sees into our hearts. 
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A FEW DAYS IN SRI LANKA 





recitation was audible for the [duration of the] whole rak‘ah sajdah-as-sahw will be necessary 


TESTOR If a mistake is made in salah then sajdah-as-sahw is performed. However, if in “At-Tahiyyat” 
i.c. final sitting posture] a mistake is made what s DÜONHTONERHTTAONOCNS | E 

| sitting posture | | ake is made what should be done? Or if a mistake was made during salah and 
one remembered after saying the salàm then what should be done [to make up for the mistake]? 


|! Answer | If a mistake 1s made after the final "At-Tahiyyat" then there is no sajdah-as-sahw: salàh is 
complete. And if one remembers after saying the salàm that sajdah-as-sahw needs to be performed, then if he 
is Still sitting in his place after salam and he has not done any action which nullifies salah, he should do sajdah- 
as-sahw and recite “At-Tahiyyat” [and complete his salah] again. And if he has moved from his place [where 


he had performed salah] or has carried out an action which nullifies salah then he should repeat the salah. 


SHE In the Witr salah a person says the salàm [i.e. completes his salah] by mistake after the second 
rak'ah and immediately realises the mistake; should he complete the third rak‘ah together and perform sajdah- 


as-sahw? Or will he need to perform the Witr salàh again? 


| Answer | Sajdah-as-sahw will suffice. 


| Question. A person is performing the four fard raka'àt of ‘Asr individually. After the second sajdah of 
the first rak‘ah he sat down in “At-Tahiyyat” for a while thinking it to be his second rak'ah. He doesn t even 


begin reciting the “At-Tahiyyat” when he remembers it is the first rak‘ah and he stands up. Hence will sajdah- 


Jan | fs n he hasn't 
as-sahw be necessary or not? And in this scenario should one stand up for the second rak'ah whe 


yet completed the "At-Tahiyyat ? 

By pausing [in a posture] for a little while does not make sajdah-as-sahw necessary. One ip 
stand up immediately upon remembering. The meaning of ‘a little while’ is that one does not pause for the 
duration of reciting “Subhanallah” thrice. 


OMES When one recites the “At-Tahiyyat” to complete the salah, if he recites a surah [instead] or 
recites “At-Tahiyyat” incorrectly then should he perform sajdah-as-sahw or not? 


Answer |In this case sajdah-as-sahw will be necessary. 


OMS If a person forgets to say “Allāhu Akbar" whilst going 1n to the rukü* from qiyàm [1.e. standing 


posture] then will sajdah-as-sahw not become necessary? 





| Answer | Sajdah-as-sahw becomes necessary upon omitting a wajib [act of salah]. The takbir of rukü' 
and sajdah are sunnah — not wajib. If a person does not say them by mistake then sajdah-as-sahw is not 


necessary. 
emey | performed ‘Asr salah with congregation in a nearby masjid. When the imàm went in to the 


sajdah of the fourth rak'ah he performed three sajdah instead of two. Was the salah correct in this manner 
whereas one sajdah was extra? 


If in any rak'ah, instead of two sajdah, three are performed by mistake then Sajdah-as-sahw 
becomes necessary. Hence, if your imam had performed sajdah-as-sahw then salah will be valid. And if he had 
not done sajdah-as-sahw then it is wajib to repeat the salah. 


Only Allah 55 Knows Best 
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yladrasah Aziziyah 

According to schedule, our first stop was Madrasah 
Aziziyah. The complex was quite new and it provided 
specialisation in a number of Islamic sciences with 
a special facility for the final year of the ‘Alimiyyah 
course. The general trend amongst the madaris in Sri 
Lanka is to provide education until the final year and 
then students move on to dedicated institutions which 


exclusively provide the facility for the final year of the 
‘Alimiyyah course. 


Another notable fact witnessed in Sri Lanka was the 
generosity of many affluent people who sponsor the 
madaris. We realised a significant number of madaris 
being completely sponsored by one individual or one 
family; from its building structure to its continuous 
running and maintenance. We were informed that 
Madrasah Aziziyah was also the materialisation of 
a single individual. May Allah % grant him its 
recompense in both worlds and bless him and his 
family with knowledge. Amin. 


As we entered the premises, the staff and students 
were anxiously awaiting our arrival. Mawlana Rashad, 
the principal was not present as our visit schedule was 
finalised in the morning and his prior engagement 
could not be rescheduled. Nevertheless, those present 
gave us a warm welcome and we entered the large 
class room where the students had all gathered to 


benefit from our Hadrat hafizahullah. 


Words of advice 
Hadrat hafizahullah initiated the talk with the hadith 
known as “Al-Musalsal bil-Awwaliyyah”. This hadith 
is famous for its distinguishing characteristic; every 
narrator in the chain reporting this hadith is the first 











hadith he had heard from his teacher all the way UP 
^ Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah 2 One can estimate the love 
for hadith the pious predecessors had, the love every 
student had for his teacher and also what lengths 
they went to work tirelessly in the acquisition and 
preservation of the ahadith. 


Hadrat hafizahullah then moved on to the realisation 
of knowledge being a great bounty which requires 
our gratitude. The greatness and importance of 
knowledge was also touched upon and a mention of 
a few anecdotes from the lives of the pious and their 
attachment to knowledge and its acquisition. Hadrat 
hafizahullah then moved on to the idipoctaee of 
'amal upon knowledge which in reality is the demand 
of acquiring knowledge in the first place. The full 
lecture can be heard in the Urdu language on www. 
at-tazkiyah.com titled: ‘Ilm ‘Amal ko Chahta hai. 


After the talk, we sat for a short while with the 
teachers and then set off for a short ride around the 
area to admire the natural beauty and scenery. Natural 
beauty reminds us of Allah 35 and it freshens the 
mind. When such activities are taken with correct 
intention and objective, they will also bring rewards. 
We then made a short visit to Brother Naseem's 
residence despite time being short. Such short 'stop- 
overs' to please fellow muslims and well-wishers is à 
common habit of our Hadrat hafizahullah for which 
he comments: to please someone or bring happiness 


to someone is also a deed. 


Advice to teachers at Madrasah Bari 

We then made our way to Madrasah Bari. The students 
had been given a break from lessons today so that they 
can rest from the previous day's busy schedule and 
also do general clean up and reorganise the madrasah 
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A FEW DAYS IN SRI LANKA 





to the normal set up. Seeing the students busy in 
their tasks brought back student day memones and 
a realisation of how our students readily play a huge 


role in the events that take place at the madrasah. 


All the teachers had gathered in a room and were 
waiting anxiously for Hadrat hafizahullah. With much 
enthusiasm and interest they listened to the words of 


wisdom imparted by Hadrat hafizahullah. 


The advices consisted of emphasis upon acting upon 
knowledge and importance of tazkiyah & spiritual 
rectification. Hadrat hafizahullah elaborated on how 
he had been honoured with the attention of his 
shuyükh and elders and how, although he had not read 
many books, yet he had seen many books in practice 
in the form of his elders. The institution of knowledge 
comes hand in hand with words and the chosen 
servants of Allah 3$; kitabullah and rijalullah. Hadrat 
hafizahullah emphasised the importance of suhbah 
(company of the pious) exemplifying the status a 
sahabi held by the very fact of being honoured with 
companionship. Hadrat hafizahullah moved on to 
elaborate how effective a person is when he becomes 
the embodiment of ‘ilm and ‘amal and such a person 
is then able to accomplish such feats which leaves 


everyone wonderstruck. 


After performing Zuhr Salah, we returned to our place 
of residence for lunch and it was decided that Hadrat 
hafizahullàh will leave after ‘Asr Salah for Colombo 
with a stopover at Mawlànà Abdul Khaliq's Madrasah, 
Madrasah Ibn ‘Umar. It was the sincere desire of 
Mawlànà Abdul Khaliq that Hadrat hafizahullah visit 
the madrasah, but in consideration of his health nothing 
was decided or finalised. Mawlana Abdul Khaliq had 
left it to the discretion of Hadrat hafizahullah which 
is an expression of true love and adab for our seniors. 


Although it was going to put some added strain on 
the already-busy trip, Hadrat hafizahullah opted to 
take this burden due to his unquenchable thirst to not 
miss any Opportunity where anyone can be connected 


D to his Creator. The aspect of being amongst students 
was also a deciding factor as being in their midst is 











something which brings much contentment. Mawlānā 
Abdul Khaliq was informed and no doubt it was a 
moment of great joy for him and his madrasah upon 


this great blessing. 


Madrasah Ibn ‘Umar 


After 'Asr we began getting ready to leave our 
host who had looked after us with much love and 
kindness. It was a sad moment for all and we could 
feel the sentiments. By the time we eventually sat in 
the car and moved on it was almost time for Maghrib 
Salah. Mawlana Abdur Rahman also joined us on 
the journey despite him having commitments at his 
madrasah as he felt it only befitting the right of Hadrat 
hafizahullah that he comes. After performing Maghrib 
at a madrasah en route, we headed towards Madrasah 


Ibn ‘Umar. 


Madrasah Ibn ‘Umar is situated in Panadura, which 
is on the outskirts of Colombo. As mentioned in the 
initial stages, Mawlana Abdul Khaliq is a very active, 
hard working ‘alim. He initiated this institute in 2004 
with 14 students in a masjid in Colombo and now, it has 
over 100 students and 23 teachers. The institute was 
founded to facilitate the final year of the ‘Alimiyyah 
course where the science of Hadith is taught in 
detail. Madrasah Ibn ‘Umar has become a desire for 
students over the years and admission is based on a 
challenging admission test which enables it to filter 
students of high calibre and potential. For the last 
eight years a local masjid in Colombo was facilitating 
the madrasah, but as the place began to be inadequate 
to the growing demand of students, Mawlana Abdul 
Khaliq took up the initiative to set up an alternative 
facility to meet this demand. It was the great Favour 
of Allah % that a suitable place was found and a 
purpose built building was erected. The transition 
to this building only took place on Wednesday and 
lessons had not yet began as the students were still 


settling in and organising the place. 


First lecture at the new premises 


It was a moment of great honour for Madrasah Ibn 


‘Umar that Hadrat hafizahullàh was delivering the 
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jesson at the new premises. Indeed such 
i” are not really coincidences but the 
Si yg of the All Wise. The lecture lasted over an 
with translation and Hadrat hafizahullah brought 
, igh the honourable position of those engaged in 
pe feld of Hadith and a particular focus was given on 
je ntention and inner etiquettes that are necessary for 
he acquisition of knowledge. Mufti Ramzi, who is a 
nir teacher at the institute, a teacher of the famous 
ook of Imam Al-Bukhari $, the Al-Jami‘ As-Sahih, 
was translating. During the course he expressed his 
amazement and appreciation on the advices and 
guidance being imparted in an academic and articulate 
manner. The whole lecture can be heard on www.at- 
lazkiyah.com titled: ‘Ilme Hadith ke Batini Adab. 
After the lecture, dinner was served after performing 
Isha Salah. Our Hosts, Mawlana Abdur Rahman and 
Haji Mukrim bade us farewell and we left for Colombo 
city to the house of our host, brother Rameez who had 
insisted that we should return to his residence should 


we decide to return to Colombo. It was around 2am 
when we reached his house and he was waiting to 


The Key to — — — ds 


Paradise 








receive us With a smile. 


Tuesday 23rd December 


Farewell 


We were scheduled to leave after Zuhr and hence 
preparations were made accordingly. The few 
acquaintances that had been made had all gathered to 
see us off. Mawlana Abdul Khaliq, Mawlana Murshid, 
Haji Madani and Hafiz Nameez had all gathered to bid 
us farewell. The bond for our Hadrat hafizahullah that 
had been created was evident from the sadness of our 
departing but this is the nature of this world where 
nothing remains forever. As we left the warmth of 
Sri Lanka, I reflected upon how this short trip was in 
reality lengthy considering the many tasks undertaken 


and achieved. This is the barakah one finds in the lives 
of the chosen Servants of Allah 8, that a lot is gained 
in little time. 

May Allah % reward our Hadrat hafizahullah 
tremendously in both worlds and lengthen his shadow 
Over us for many years to come with good health and 
‘afiyah, and May He 3$ enable us to truly value and 
benefit from him. Amin. 





In one of his circulars, ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab = 
sent instructions to all his administrators saying, 
“In my opinion, salah is the most important of your 
obligations. Whoever takes good care of it and 
safeguards it, safeguards his religion; and whoever 
neglects it will neglect other things even more.” He 
then added instructions about the times for the five 
salah and admonition against dozing-off before ‘Isha. 
(Malik) 
This letter from the ruler of a vast empire to the 
officials of his government - shall we call it an 
Executive Order! - gives us a lot to reflect upon. For 





salah is among the most emphasised commands in the 
Shari‘ah. Unfortunately, it is also a grossly neglected 


obligation in our life today. 


Even a Muslim child knows that salah is a pillar of 
Islam. What ‘Umar expressed was that it is true at 
all levels and in all settings, from the private to the 
public; one cannot build an Islamic life, an Islamic 
community, an Islamic institution, or an Islámic 
government while neglecting or weakening this pillar. 
It is a measure of its extraordinary status that unlike 
all other obligations the command for salah was given 






by Allah 3$ to the Prophet # during his miraculous 
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Mi'ràj (Ascent to Heaven). Very fittingly so, for salah 
is the mi'ràj of the believer. One begins the salah by 
standing while facing the Ka'bah, isolating himself 
from the worldly affairs, and then addressing Allah 
3€ directly, “O Allah! You are sanctified and [I begin] 
with Your praise. Your name is Blessed and Your 
Greatness is Supreme. And no one else is worthy 
of worship except You." During salah, a believer 
repeatedly stands, bows, and prostates to Allah 3$. 
Each of these acts brings him closer and closer to his 
Master and Creator filling him with the feelings of 


love, devotion, and obedience. 


This closeness is the most valuable gift for the believer. 
It is the source of all strength and all goodness in his 
life. It is the light that shows him the right from wrong 
in all walks of life. It is the river that bathes and cleans 
him of all sin and contamination. In the hardships of 
life, ıt is the source of solace and strength. It is the 
regulator of the Muslim life, the daily schedule of a 
believer being built around the five daily salah. It is a 
source of joy and happiness, of spiritual nourishment 
and purification. It is the key to all success. It is the 
key to Paradise. 





On the other hand, the Qur’an says, “Woe to the 
worshippers who are negligent in their salah.” (107:4- 
5) A hadith says, “Salah stands between man and 
disbelief.” (Muslim) Another hadith says, “Salah is 
the pillar of religion." (Al-Bayhaqi) Another hadith 
informs us that salah is the first item about which 
one will be questioned after death. The person who 
succeeds in this test, will likely pass through the 
subsequent tests. The one who flunks this one has 
little chance of getting through the rest. (At-Tirmidhi) 
Yet another hadith warns us that the person who 
neglects his salah has walked out of the protection of 
Allah %. (Muslim) We can understand the enormity 

of missing just one salah on purpose from the hadith 

that says that such a person Is like one who lost all his 

family and all his wealth! (Ibn Hibban) 


In the presence of all the persuasion and all the 


admonition about salah in the Qur'an and ahadith, one 
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wonders how any sane believer could be negligent in 
this matter. To a person who claims to be a believer 
yet does not offer his salah regularly five times a day, 
we must ask: What is your justification? The more 
one thinks about it the more he or she will realise that 


there is none. Absolutely none. 


One cannot plead that he did not know about the 
obligation or its extraordinary importance. Even if an 
unfortunate Muslim were never to open the Qur'àn or 
a book of hadith in his life, he cannot not notice the 
call to salah that comes from every masjid throughout 
the world five times a day. It repeatedly reminds him, 
"Come to salah. Come to Success." The distribution 
of masajid in the world today is such that the call to 
salah can be heard round the clock in a never-ending 
stream as one moves around the globe. One can begin 
with the Fajr adhan in Indonesia and follow it at small 
intervals in Malaysia, Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Egypt etc. By 
that time Zuhr adhan has already started in Indonesia. 
Twenty-four hours later when the Mu’adhdhins of 
Indonesia are again calling out the Fajr adhan, the 
Mu'adhdhins in Africa are calling out the adhan for 
‘Isha. How can one plead ignorance in the presence of 


this massive and continuous universal call? 


One cannot plead that the obligation is too difficult 
or time consuming. While the obligation remains 
whether one is healthy or sick, and whether it is 
rain or shine, the Shari'ah goes to great lengths 
to accommodate our circumstances. If you cannot 
stand, you can offer it sitting. Cannot sit? You can 
offer it lying down. Cannot move? Use whatever 
gestures are possible. Traveling? Just offer two units 
instead of four. Cannot figure out the direction of 
qiblah? Use your best judgment. Cannot use water to 
purify yourself in preparation for salah? Perform dry 
ablution [Tayammum]. 


As people run out of excuses they sometimes try 
rationalisations. What good is salah if one’s mind 


wanders all over the place? Well our job is to try 


to concentrate not to achieve concentration. We are 
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joing our job if we are simply making the effort. 
Concentration comes through practice but if a person 
keeps on trying all his life without ever achieving what 
he considers a satisfactory level of concentration, he 
has still done his job. 


What good is salah if one is still involved in other 
sins, like the proverbial person who steals and prays? 
The simple answer is that our lives are combinations 


of good and evil. Our goal is to increase the good and 














Actions; Speak 
| louderthan Words; 


| Al è once set off for a battle when he 
| noticed that some of his armour was missing. 
| After the battle was over, he returned to 
| Küfah. While in Küfah, he one day happened 
| to see a Jewish man with the same armour 
| he had lost! He immediately confronted the 
| man saying, “This armour is mine! Neither 
| did I sell it, nor did I give it away!” The man, 
however, denied this claim and said, “The 
| armour belongs to me and, furthermore, it 
| is in my possession.” On hearing his denial, 
‘Ali & suggested that they go to the Qadi 
(judge). The man agreed and they were soon 
: in the presence of Qadi Shurayh 3. 
| 
| 


EM 


Qadi Shurayh $$ asked ‘Ali & to present his 
| case first to which he stated, “This armour, 
which is in the hands of the man, belongs 
to me. Neither did I sell it, nor did I give 
it away." Qadi Shurayh $$ then turned to 
| the man and asked him, “What do you 
| have to say?" The man once again denied 
| the claim saying, “The armour is mine and 
| furthermore, it is in my possession." Qadi 
| Shurayh # thereafter turned to ‘Ali 4 and 
| enquired, “Do you have any proof, O Amir- 
| ul-Mu’minin?” ‘Ali 4 replied, “Yes! Qumbur 
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at won t happen 


reduce or eliminate the evil. And th 
by putting the good on hold until we can 
the evil. Those who put-off becoming regul i 
daily salah until they straighten out the rest of their 
life have an excuse for life. It may also be helpful to 
remember that the greatest theft is that of salah itself. 


Salah is indeed the key to Paradise. If we valued 
Paradise that would definitely show in the way we 
guard the key to it! 


and Hasan will testify that the armour 
is mine.” Qadi Shurayh $$ rejected this 
evidence saying, “The testimony of the son 
is not accepted when in favour of the father 
[referring to the testimony of Hasan #].” 


When the man heard the decision of Qadi 
Shurayh Æ in his favour, he immediately 
exclaimed, “The Leader of the Muslims took 
me to his own judge and his own judge 
passed judgement against him in my favour? 
This, really, is the truth!” The man then 
recited the shahadah and accepted Islam. 


(Tarikh-ul-Khulafa) 
Lessons: 
1. The man was so impressed at the justice 
of Islam that he instantly accepted Islam. If 
we once again live our lives according to the 
principles of Islam, we will become beacons 
of guidance and attract nonbelievers around 


the world to Islam through our sublime 
character. 


2. We, as Muslims, are all representatives of 
Islam. Unfortunately, when our behaviour is 
incorrect, we not only give the world at large 
a negative impression of Islàm but even give 
them the chance to mock and ridicule Islàm 


due to our wrong actions. 


3. Justice and fair treatment need to be 
exercised in every aspect of our lives. 
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true taqwa. 
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=~ | It is mentioned in Dalil-us-Sa'ilin that ‘Umar ibn 
[rue laqwa | eruca sa taa 
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Abd-il-Aziz $$ said, “Taqwa is not the name of C e 
fasting in abundance, of performing lengthy optional 0 
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salah. In fact, taqwa is the name of staying away from 
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whatever Allah 3$ has forbidden.” The Prophet 3 has 
Nothing in this entire creation has been created without stated in a hadith, 


a purpose. Rather, Allah 5$ has made everything that 
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| A Glimpse of the Greatness 


An army which was sent by the Prophet 


Stay away from sins, you will become the greatest | Æ towards Najd returned with the 
exists in this world with an objective. Thus, the human worshipper. (At-Tirmidhi) | of Muhammad wwe capture of Thumamah ibn Uthal d. 
being, who is a very significant part of this creation, has znn Ri i i : 11 
m X Ms as EL " kn" s The greatest worshipper will, without doubt, be the by Mawlana Bilal Safire He was tied to a pillar in the masjid 
also been set an objective and that is to acquire taqwa. 


greatest muttaqi, and it can be clearly seen in this 
hadith that in order to reach this status one must stay 


away from all forbidden actions. A poet has presented 





Many a time, we come across this word in lectures, and the Prophet as, who was a merey 


to mankind, appeared before him. How extraordinary was this Prophet 35? He did not 


books etc. but the question we need to ask ourselves is, 


"Do we actually know what taqwa truly means?” 


Ale oa own a palace, a mansion or a court in which the fate of the SRM or a criminal would be 
the same message in his poem, 
The general concept with regards to taqwà amongst Ji I LAE uA LS ess decided. Yet, he was the greatest man on Earth. Thumamah “ was asked by the Prophet 
the Muslims is the performance of 'ibadah (worship) - To: : £ “How do you think I will deal with you?" 
Tiar zu EC A Oa , 8 “20 á > An 3 
in great quantity. According to the common notion, a Se Nein) PO: ris C7 ! s "n led *O Muh aT TS " 
muttaqi (the one who has the quality of taqwa) is he Leave all forms of sin be they minor or major; that Thumamah 5, who was in captivity, replied, eM OW: YOUNO Der 
who at all times is occupied in ‘ibadah; such as salah is true taqwa, good man who dislikes oppression. If you were to kill me then you will be killing one 
- whether it be tahajjud, ishráq or any other E And act as the one treading a thorny path being who deserves to be killed. If you deal kindly then you will be dealing with the one who 
x cautious of the thorns which he sees. 

salah - or sawm, dhikr (remembrance of Allah %5), 


will be thankful. If you wish for wealth then ask what you desire.” 


recitation of the Glorious Qur'àn, etc. But these various After understanding the true meaning of taqwa, it 1s 


forms of worship are the outcome of taqwa. Taqwa in our duty to work towards acquiring it. But how? The The Prophet æ left Thumamah and approached him the next day. This was a plan in 
: = x : - = doe - i . 

its true meaning is to stay away from the disobedience method can be found in the Glorious Qur'an. Allah which the Prophet 3€ wanted to win over Thumamah &'s heart. Thumamah > witnessed 

of Allah 35. 45, time and again, addresses the believers to acquire 


the companions’ behaviour in the masjid and his own treatment. Muslims do not only 
have mercy for humans but also have mercy for animals. No torture took place, nor did 
from ‘al-wigayah’ which means to ‘save oneself’, 1.e. 


any vulgar language exist in their environment. Captives would be treated politely and 
to save oneself from the disobedience of Allah 3. Abi you NT : ii anc stay LO would be offered all the basic necessities. The Prophet 33 repeated the same question the 
company of the truthful. (9: : a : 
next day asking Thumamah as to how he thought he would be dealt with. 


a ! | taqwa, and each time, He 5$ has also mentioned a way 
The word taqwa in the Arabic language is derived 


of acquiring it. In one verse, Allah 3$ mentions, 


Hurayrah Æ, was asked, "What is taqwa?" In return, 
he asked the questioner, “Have you ever treaded a And in another verse He 5$ mentions, | | 
path which had thorns spread over it?" The questioner STOP HH EFI Thumamah 4 replied, “I only have to say what I had said yesterday." 
replied, "Yes." Abū Hurayrah 4 asked, "What did you person consider what he has sent ahead for 
do?" The person answered, "Whenever I faced a thorn, tomorrow [i.e. the day of Judgement]." (59:18) 

| either turned away from it, walked around it or I just 


stepped back from that path." Abū Hurayrah 4 said, 


Thumamah #’s life was in the hands of his enemy. His life was at stake. Fortunately, 
it wasn't just an ordinary enemy. It was he, who was sent as a mercy to mankind, who 


Mhusiwenecdito Dung Ces POMS DED, ourives, amazingly told Thumamah & he was free to leave. Upon hearing this, Thumamah = 


staying in the company of the pious and pondering over 


"That is taqwal” ! | left and went to a nearby place where he took a bath and thereafter entered the masjid 
what we have prepared for ourselves in the Hereafter. 
Ec, ; ; ; V 
This comparison of sins to thorns explains the very Once this concern becomes present in our minds, we proclaiming, "I bear witness that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah, and 
meaning of taqwa; just as a person avoids being caught need to attach ourselves to the pious servants of Allah [bear witness that Muhammad is His messenger." 


in thorns through every possible method, to avoid — 3$ who will help and guide us in making our lives sin- 


(4 ! "n ` 
being caught in sins through every possible method is free and in acquiring taqwa. encor to oh Y Mohammadi SES 9y ata ue face ot this Earth, 
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there was no face more disliked in my eyes than your face, and now I see your face to 


be the most beloved. I swear by Allah! There was no Din (religion) which I hated more 





than your Din, now your Din has become the dearest to me. I swear by Allah! Your city 
was the most wretched in my eyes, now I see it as the best city!" 
What great love was shown by Thumamah & to the Prophet 35? It was a complete 
transformation. Can anyone give such an example in the history of mankind? Indeed, 
the Prophet 5* conquered the hearts of people through love and good character. 





Thumamah 4» thereafter told the Prophet 5$ that he was captured whilst on his way 
to perform ‘Umrah (the minor pilgrimage) and consulted the Prophet 3% in regard to 


carrying out the pilgrimage. The Prophet % advised him to carry on and gave him glad 
tidings of this world and the Hereafter. 


Even though carrying out the pilgrimage was a virtue, Thumamah # consulted the 


Prophet 5$ in this regard. In our day and age, consulting a more knowledgeable 
person is regarded as unimportant, yet the pious gave this great importance. 


When Thumamah & arrived in Makkah he was taunted for leaving idol worship, the 
religion of his forefathers. Thumamah 4&, who was a very influential man, responded by 
stopping the main supply source of grain to the Makkans from Yamamah, and informed 
them that grain will only be supplied if the Prophet of Allah 55 gives permission. The 
Makkans requested the Prophet 35 to intercede on their behalf. Despite the severe enmity 

and persecution the Muslims suffered at the hands of the Makkans, the compassionate 
Prophet # requested Thumamah -* to lift the blockade and ease the Makkans' difficulty. 
This was the greatness of Muhammad **. Is there anyone who can match him? 


This article is based on a hadith narrated by Imam Al-Bukhari *$ in his Sahih. 





1. The day of 'Ashürà falls on the first of Muharram. 
2. The Qur'an consists of 114 Sürahs. 


22 


3. The Ka'bah previously had two doors. 
4. The frog is not mentioned in the Quran. 


5. The most authentic book after the Quran is Sahih-ul-Bukhari. 
6. The Prophet # lived for 63 years. 


True or Faise 





7. The best people after the Ambiya # are the Tabi'in =. 
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TUG OF WAR 


| 


“Once, | had the opportunity to spend time at 
apak with some young boys. They were all 
sudents of a Tahfiz-ul-Qur’ān (Memorisation of 
the Qur'an) class and were having a picnic. We 


all require rest, exercise and some entertainment 
- but of the Halal kind. 


One of the games that these youngsters were 
playing was "Tug of War’. 


After their game, I mentioned that in tug of war, 
here are two parties pulling a rope. Winning 
is based on the side that pulls stronger. And 1 
mentioned that we should take a lesson from 
this: 

In life, there is always a tug of war. There is 
the pull of temptation and sins, and there is the 
pull of Din and Shari‘ah; there is the pull of the 


nafs and Shaytan, and there is the pull of the ruh 
(soul). 


From our side, we have to suppress and overcome 
the pull of temptation towards Haram. We 
have to resist the nafs when it demands and 
commands to anything Haram. 


To be able to come out as the victorious party 
- as the champions — we will have to strengthen 
our Iman (Faith), istiqamah (steadfastness) and 
yaqin (conviction) in Allah 3$. In this way, we 


will be the dominant and stronger side. 


If we do not give any attention to building our 
spiritual stamina, strength and prowess, then we 
will easily be defeated by the other side. Nafs 
and Shaytan will not have to pull very hard 
because spiritually, we will be weak. 


So, to maintain the upper-hand at all times, we 
draw our strength — and great spiritual strength 
will be drawn — establishing salah, five times a 


day. For us men, this must be performed in the 





by Hadrat Mawlana Yunus Patel = 


Masjid, with jama‘ah (congregation). Together 
with this, we need to maintain our identity 
as Muslims and work towards fulfilling the 
Commands of Allah $$ — especially, staying 


away from all those actions which are displeasing 
to Him. 


We should also be selective of the company we 
keep and seek out friends who are concerned 
about their Din and are also trying to be 
obedient to Allah 35. If not, then a bad ‘friend’ is 
no friend. He belongs to the opposite party, with 
nafs and Shaytan — and will pull hard to draw us 
into sin. Then we will be defeated. 


If the friend is a good friend then he will assist 


us and will be on our side, in overcoming the 
Opposition. 


In the game of ‘Tug of War’, there are occasions 


and times when there is a balance or the other 
side 1s stronger. 


The weaker side gets the upper-hand when there 
is a slight lapse. In our day to day lives, this 1s 
what we term as ‘accidental’ sins: There is a 
lapse in our hold of the rope of taqwa. We lose 
our grip and Shaytan and nafs gain the upper- 
hand. To regain control, there is a need for 
plenty of remorse and tawbah. In this way, we 


redeem our position of being the stronger side. 


Of course, we should allow the nafs Halal 
pleasure and entertainment. Having a picnic and 
playing for a little while is important to keep us 
refreshed, re-energised and happy. However, we 
should always be on guard that nats and Shaytin 
don’t get any leeway and pull us away from 
Allah 3€ and the Din. 


May Allah 38 grant us the tawfiq of becoming 


tough and strong against nafs and Shavtin 
s & n i 
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Expiation for the Sins of a Gathering 
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Abu Barzah & reports that at the end of every gathering, just before he stood up, 


Rasulullah 3€ would recite: 


Silo» Sha) zai lesa Soligs NONO, PATEE 


"O Allah! You are pure from all imperfections and for You is all praise. I testify 


that there is none worthy of worship but You. I beg Your forgiveness and repent 


to You." 


“O Rasulullah!” someone asked, “You are saying something that you had not 
been saying previously." Rasulullah 3$ replied, "It is an expiation for the sins of a 
gathering." (Abu Dawud) 


Adhkar to be Recited after Salah 


Umm Salamah & narrates that Fatimah & once approached Rasulullah 3€ to tell 
them about the difficulty she was having with her domestic chores. ^O Rasulullah 
#3!” she said, "My hands have developed calluses from grinding grain in the 
grinding stones and with making dough." Rasulullah 3€ said to her, “If Allah 
intends to give you something, it would come to you by itself. I shall however 
inform you of something better. When you go to bed, recite ‘Subhanallah’ thirty 
three times, ‘Alhamdulillah’ thirty three times, ‘Allahu Akbar’ thirty four times. 
This makes a complete hundred and is better for you than a servant. Then after the 


Fajr salah, you should recite ten times: 

oS S dés Is esc Dod ls HI. 184 ios. aj a 3 
This should again be recited ten times after Maghrib salah. Every time these words 
are recited, the reward of ten good deeds are recorded and ten sins are effaced. 
Each one is as virtuous as freeing a slave from the progeny of Ismà'il, and every sin 
committed that day apart from shirk will be forgiven. The words 434 35525. abl Jai) 3 


offer protection from every Shaytan and evil from the time you recite it in the 


morning until you recite it again in the evening.” (Ahmad, At-Tabarani) 
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